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Bowman sentenced to life in prison

Bowman

BAKERSVILLE – Travis Wayne 
Bowman was sentenced Friday, 
Feb. 14, to serve a life sentence 
without the possibility of parole 
by the Hon. Gary Gavenus, Senior 
Resident Superior Court Judge. 
The verdict was imposed after 
a Mitchell County jury made a 
binding recommendation to the 
court that Bowman receives a life 
sentence. After a 43-minute delib-

eration, the jury returned guilty 
verdicts Wednesday, Feb. 12, for 
first-degree murder, conspiracy 
to commit first-degree murder, 
first-degree kidnapping and pos-
session of a firearm by a convicted 
felon after a four-and-a-half-week 
trial.

The convictions came in connec-
tion to the September 2016 murder 
of Joshua Emmanuel Buchanan. 
Among the jury’s findings were 
that Bowman’s role in the murder 

was premeditated and deliberate, 
and the murder involved Bowman 
torturing the victim.

“By holding Travis Wayne Bow-
man accountable for his heinous 
and cruel actions, the verdict in 
this case has brought a measure 
of closure for Joshua Buchanan’s 
family,” said Seth Banks, District 
Attorney. “I would like to thank the 
individual members of the jury for 
their efforts over the last several 
weeks. The hard work and careful 

deliberations of the jurors in this 
case are admirable expressions of 
their commitment to their civic 
duty. I would also like to thank 
Chief Deputy Josh Sparks, the 
Mitchell County Sheriff’s Office, 
the North Carolina State Bureau of 
Investigations, the Bartow Coun-
ty, Georgia Sheriff’s Office, and 
Assistant District Attorney Milton 
Fletcher for their work in assur-
ing that this case was successfully 
brought to trial.”

Candidates for Mitchell County Commissioner and Dudley Greene, candidate for North Carolina House of Repre-
sentatives, fifth from left, prepare for a candidates’ forum hosted Monday, Feb. 10, by the Buladean Community 
Foundation. (Brandon Roberts/MNJ)

Candidates stump 
at Buladean forum

BULADEAN – Nine can-
didates for Mitchell County 
Commissioner attended a 
candidates’ forum Mon-
day, Feb. 10, hosted by 

the Buladean Community 
Foundation at the former 
Buladean School. 

Republican challengers 
Chad Greene, Brandon Pitt-
man, R.L. Hoilman, Wesley 
Vaughn, Wayne Godfrey 

and Harley Masters were 
joined by current county 
commissioners seeking 
re-election Jacob Willis, 
Danny Burleson and Jeff 
Harding, as well as the lone 
Democratic challenger, 

Howard Larsen.
Because of space, what 

follows is each candidate’s 
opening statement at the 
forum:

BAKERSVILLE

Charters of 
Freedom Park 
dedicated

BAKERSVILLE – The Declaration of Independence, 
United States Constitution and Bill of Rights are now 
permanently on display in physical, life-size form in 
Mitchell County thanks to the efforts of the Mitchell 
County Board of Commissioners and Bakersville Mayor 
Charles Vines, who worked with Foundation Forward 
Inc. to make the project a reality.

The replicas of these founding documents, called the 
Charters of Freedom, were permanently installed next 
to the County Administration Building in Bakersville 
during a special ceremony Monday, Feb. 17, which was 
President’s Day.

The Charters of Freedom dedication ceremony began 

News-Journal requests 
Primary be postponed 
until records released
BY CORY SPIERS
Mitchell News-Journal
reporter1@mitchellnews.com

SPRUCE PINE – Mitchell News-Journal publisher 
and editor Brandon Roberts submitted a formal request 
to the North Carolina State Board of Elections to post-
pone the Primary Election scheduled for March 3 in 
Mitchell County.

Roberts sent a letter Sunday, Feb. 16, to North Caro-
lina State Board of Elections chair Damon Circosta in 
which he said the Mitchell County Department of Social 
Services Director Sara Ross’ failure to comply with mul-
tiple requests for public information should be grounds 
to postpone the Primary Election.

“There are candidates for Mitchell County Commis-
sioner, as well as a current commissioner, and private 
citizens who have requested documents available to 
them as public records from DSS, and they have not re-
ceived them,” Roberts said. “This seems to be a stalling 
tactic to withhold documents that could have implica-
tions in the race for county commissioner. As a staunch 
advocate of transparency and of the public’s right to 
know, I have requested the Primary be postponed until 
all requests for public information have been honored, 

Concerns expressed to independent monitor

SEARCH member Karin Rolett asks question to Gibbins Advisers’ Ron Winters 
Tuesday, Feb. 11, at a town hall meeting in Burnsville. (Brandon Roberts/MNJ)

BY BRANDON ROBERTS
Mitchell News-Journal
editor@mitchellnews.com

BURNSVILLE – More 
than 100 people gathered 
inside Burnsville Town 
Center Tuesday, Feb. 11, to 
ask questions and provide 
feedback to Ron Winters, 
principal at Gibbins Advis-
ers, the healthcare advisory 
firm hired to act as the 
independent monitor to 
oversee the sale of Mission 
Health to the Hospital 
Corporation of America, or 
HCA.

See MONITOR / 7

NEXT WEEK
See sample ballots, 
voting locations and 
more in our Voter 
Guide in next week’s 
News-Journal.
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Call 828-765-7169 or email editor@

mitchellnews.com and tell us about it.

changed that much.
I take offense to those un-

fair assumptions. But I’ve 
gotten over it. Mostly.

Maybe one of these 
days, we’ll accept people as 
people, regardless of their 
accents or geographical up-
bringing or race or culture 
or whatever. And we won’t 
assign an IQ according to 
how a person sounds. 

In the meantime, if some-
body doesn’t like my accent, 
well, he or she can kiss my 
grits.

Phil Hudgins is for-

mer senior editor of 

Community Newspa-

pers Inc., the parent 

company of the Mitch-

ell News-Journal.

HUDGINS
From page 6

just after 2 p.m. and included patriotic 
music, speakers, presentation of colors and 
a cannon salute. The event was free and 
open to the public.

Mitchell County’s setting is the 29th 
Charters of Freedom setting placed perma-
nently in communities across the country 
by Foundation Forward, a 501(c)(3) edu-
cational foundation created by Vance and 
Mary Jo Patterson, of Burke County. 

The Pattersons now work to bring the 
emotional experience of seeing the Char-
ters of Freedom in person to communities 
across the country, having completed 
settings in North Carolina, South Caroli-
na, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Nebraska, 
South Dakota and as far west as Nevada.   

Foundation Forward’s mission is to in-
stall Charters of Freedom settings in easily 
accessible locations so communities can 
view these founding documents in a proper 
setting without needing to travel to Wash-
ington, D.C. 

After Wayne Taylor performed the 
National Anthem to open the dedication 
ceremony, Gouge Elementary students 
from Sarah Woody’s fourth-grade class 
performed a rendition of “Grand Old Flag.” 
Then select members of the class led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Mitchell High School Band under 
the direction of Katherine Girtman also 
performed patriotic music. 

Mitchell County Board of Commission-
ers Chair Jacob Willis welcomed the visi-
tors and thanked Foundation Forward for 
its help with the project. 

“It is important that we are reminded of 
our history, lest we forget it,” Willis said. 
“We thank you for being here, and we 
thank all of our veterans for the sacrifices 
that they have made.”

After Willis spoke and Board of Commis-
sioners Vice Chair Matthew “Vern” Grind-
staff followed with an opening prayer, 
Vines came to the podium and thanked 
everyone involved in the project. 

Vance Patterson then addressed the 
crowd before giving way to the event’s 
speakers-- Commander of the North Car-
olina American Legion Jim Quinlan and 
Mitchell County Schools Superintendent 
Chad Calhoun. 

“I’m so proud of you all for being here 
today,” Vance Patterson said. “Your future 
generations are going to know you were 
here and why you were here.”

Following the speakers, Vance Patter-
son officially gifted Vines and the Mitchell 
County Commissioners the display, and 
then the documents were unveiled. 

The documents are enclosed in brick 
casings that are reinforced with concrete 
and mortar. The six documents are on 
etched bronze and weigh more than 60 
pounds. 

The setting is built to last 300-500 years. 
The display also features an informa-

tion plaque that provides background on 
the documents and the original display in 
Washington, D.C.

Before closing the ceremony, Vance Pat-
terson led the placement and sealing of a 
time capsule in a vault on the back of the 
setting. 

The vault and time capsule will be 
opened on Sept. 17. 2087 –  the 300th 
anniversary of the United States Constitu-
tion. 

PARK
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Bakersville Mayor Charles Vines addresses the crowd Monday, Feb. 17 during 
Mitchell County’s Charters of Freedom dedication ceremony in Bakersville. Vines 
and the Mitchell County Commissioners helped bring the county a display of life-
size replicas of the United States Charters of Freedom through a partnership with 
Foundation Forward Inc. (Cory Spiers/MNJ)

which takes the obvious 
politics at play here out of 
the equation concerning 
fair elections.”

Several people have made 
requests for information 
from DSS, including candi-
dates for Mitchell County 
Commissioner R.L. Hoil-
man, Brandon Pittman and 
Wayne Godfrey, as well 

incumbent county commis-
sioner Jeff Harding. As of 
Sunday, Feb. 16, none have 
yet to receive a response or 
any documents. 

“Mitchell County Finance 
Officer Mavis Parsley has 
gone above and beyond to 
be accommodating, abide 
by the law and provide the 
public records that have 
been requested from her 
office,” Roberts said. “Ms. 
Ross has not complied.”

At least one res ident of 
Mitchell County, Cassandra 

Horton, who has been crit-
ical of DSS on social media, 
requested documents Feb. 
5 via email and Feb. 10 
through the Freedom of In-
formation Act. Ms. Horton 
has received a phone call 
and email, but has not re-
ceived any documents. 

“Blatant attempts to 
block a citizen’s access to 
public records and tactics 
to try and intimidate people 
should be tolerated by the 
free press, our elected offi-
cials or the North Carolina 

Board of Elections,” Rob-
erts said. 

The more recent DSS 
meeting, at which many of 
these numbers were sup-
posed to be provided, was 
abruptly canceled, and the 
next meeting isn’t sched-
uled until after the Primary. 

“There is a distinct and 
intended lack of transpar-
ency in play, and withhold-
ing these documents is an 
attempt to impede citizens’ 
right to know,” Roberts 
said. “It is my belief since 
these documents are being 
withheld, the Primary Elec-
tion scheduled for March 
3 should be postponed 
and rescheduled for a date 
after all requests for public 
information have been sat-
isfied.”

Roberts said he does not 
think the Primary will be 
postponed, but added the 
request needed to be sub-
mitted.

REQUEST
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Gibbins Advisors came to Burns-
ville to hear the public’s thoughts on 
HCA Healthcare’s record of service as 
it approaches the first anniversary of 
its $1.5 billion deal to acquire Mission 
Health.

The role of the independent mon-
itor is to hear feedback, share that 
feedback, answer questions related 
to the scope of the independent mon-
itor, whose purpose is to ensure the 
people of Western North Carolina 
continue to have access to high-quali-
ty healthcare and to hold HCA to cer-
tain commitments made after buying 
Mission Health.

Winters informed the crowd about 
how Gibbins Advisors will keep HCA 
accountable for complying with a long 
list of obligations agreed to as part of 
the sale. Gibbins was named indepen-
dent monitor Oct. 31, 2019, by North 
Carolina Attorney General Josh Stein. 
The town hall meeting in Burnsville 
was the last of seven hosted by the 
firm.

During the nearly two-hour session, 
questions about services, billing, lack 
of communication and staffing were 

some of the subjects touched on most 
often.

One question was how people are 
notified if HCA chooses to close a pro-
gram. Another attendee said inform-
ing people about closing programs 
is unquestionably one of the top 10 
things that should have been deter-
mined before the sale.

One attendee, who is battling stage 
four lung, brain and bone cancer, has 
stopped treatment because of billing 
issues.

“I’m not afraid to die,” he said. “But 
I don’t want to be driven nuts in the 
last few months I have left. I don’t 
care if they don’t want to offer finan-
cial assistance, but if they don’t, don’t 
tell us they do.”

The independent monitor, Gibbons 
Advisers, which is independent of 
HCA, advises the seller entity and the 
six local advisory boards about HCA’s 
compliance to its commitments to 
retain services and hospitals, invest in 
community health and well-being, in-
vest in facilities and other obligations. 
Winters said he could not provide an-
swers at the meeting, but a transcrip-
tion of the town hall will be provided 
to HCA.

As part of the deal of the sale, HCA 
agreed to keep material facilities open 
for at least 10 years and continue 

specified services for 10 years, which 
at Blue Ridge Regional Hospital is 
emergency, surgic al and acute medi-
cal services. HCS also agreed to allow 
the local advisory boards and Dog-
wood Health Trust to have the first 
right if hospitals are closed or sold, 
agreed to spend $232 million in gen-
eral capital expenditures within five 
years, to provide $25 million over five 
years for an innovation/investment 
fund and to spend $750,000 per year 
for 10 years in community contribu-
tions.

Also, per the terms of the sale, HCA 
committed to continue certain com-
munity activities, services and pro-
grams for at least 12 months, main-
tain the uninsured and Charity Care 
policy for at least 10 years, participate 
in Medicare and Medicaid for at least 
10 years and provide an annual com-
pliance summary.

Visit independentmonitorMHS.
com or email independentmonitor@
gibbonsadvisors.com for more infor-
mation.
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