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NC election questioned

Ballot fraud investigation muddies 
congressional midterm race. 5A

WNC gears up for bike race

NC Cyclo-Cross Grand Prix brings in
international cyclists Dec. 8-9. 1C

October is
National Audiology
Awareness Month!

Make Sure You Hear Every Sound.

Schedule A Hearing Check Today:

828-483-4644
Lisa Angelina, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology

f o r you r hea r ing hea l th

285 McDowell Street, Asheville • WNCaudiology.com • 828-483-4644
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*Valid only at the participating
store(s) listed. One discount per
purchase. Offer not valid on
previous purchases, gift cards,
optics, DSC memberships or sale
items. Offer valid thru 12/31/18.

$10OFF$50*

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

10 Crispin Ct Ste D-102
(Gerber Village Center)
Asheville, NC 28803

946 Merrimon Ave Ste 120
(Fresh Market Center)
Asheville, NC 28804

Bird Feeding Makes
a Great Gift

When Jim Anthony was building his
first Cliffs developments in the early
1990s, he had a simple formula for pro-
moting them.

“We’re selling three things,” Anthony
told the New York Times in 1993. “Cli-

mate, the natural beauty of the moun-
tains and location. I want people to be
able to see it and realize this is the heri-
tage of the mountain.” 

For almost two decades, the strategy
worked for the seven Cliffs communities
in the Upstate and North Carolina. Buy-
ers paid top dollar for mountain or lake-
side lots with breathtaking views. High-

end golf courses designed by experts
like Tom Fazio and Gary Player en-
hanced the appeal, along with well-
ness centers, fine dining and regular
community events. 

Following the recession, however,
and Anthony’s bankruptcy in 2012, a 

The Cliffs touts wellness
in bid for new residents

Jason and Lindsey Reekie have a caricature made of them and their children Spencer, 8, and James, 3 months at The Cliffs
on July 3. Owners of the communities aim to draw potential residents touting amenities. JOSH MORGAN/GREENVILLE NEWS

After 2012 bankruptcy, new leaders of the communities
believe they have found a sustainable path for growth
Haley Walters Greenville News
USA TODAY NETWORK - SOUTH CAROLINA

See THE CLIFFS, Page 8A

ASHEVILLE – State Attorney General
Josh Stein said Tuesday he wants to see
changes in the proposed sale of Mission
Health to HCA Healthcare to ensure the
interests of Western North Carolina res-
idents are protected.

In a telephone interview, Stein out-
lined three basic concerns with the pro-
posed transaction as it is currently
structured:

❚ Are the provisions to ensure contin-
uation of specific health care services at
Mission Hospital and the five rural hos-
pitals in the system strong enough?

❚ Is the roughly $1.5 billion HCA pro-

poses to pay enough?
❚ Will the board of the foundation to

get money from a sale be diverse and
truly representative of WNC?

“Health care access is the definition
of life and death,” Stein said. “So many
people’s futures are at stake. We want to
do everything in our power to make sure
that the people of Western North Caroli-

na get the quality of health care that
they deserve.”

After months of negotiations, Mis-
sion and HCA signed a sale agreement
in August and sent it and other docu-
ments to the state Justice Department
that Stein heads in early September.

NC Attorney General wants changes in Mission deal
Mark Barrett Asheville Citizen Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

See MISSION, Page 7A

ASHEVILLE – If we know anything
about mountain weather, it’s that it
can be unpredictable. 

Saturday night brought thunder
and lightning to WNC. Sunday’s day-
time temperatures climbed into the
70s. 

And the coming weekend looks to
be filled with sub-freezing temper-
atures and a wintry mix of precipita-
tion with the possibility of accumulat-
ing snow. 

Winter weather folklore has it that
thunder in the winter means snow will
follow in seven days, and the weather 

Asheville’s
December
snows can
surprise

Mountain weather can be
unpredictable. A snowstorm could hit
WNC soon. GERRY BROOME/AP FILE

See SNOW, Page 6A

Looking back, WNC
could be in for a storm

Mackensy Lunsford Asheville Citizen Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

Nation & World, 1B

Bush leaves
mixed record on
civil rights issues
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Explore
BuncombeCountyTourismDevelopmentAuthority

VISITOR SPENDING SUSTAINS LOCAL BUSINESSES
Visitors spend $2 Billion at local businesses in Buncombe County
annually. Those businesses buy goods and services from more local
businesses for a total economic impact of $3.1 Billion.

LOCAL TAXES GENERATED BY TOURISM
Tourism generated $199 million in state and local revenues in 2017,
including:

• $53 million in property taxes — 16% of the total property
tax for Buncombe County and 1/3 of the total for the City of
Asheville.

• $108 million in sales tax — $74 million received by the state,
$29 million by the county, and $6 million by the city.

PEOPLEWORKING IN TOURISM JOBS
Tourism in Buncombe County puts 18,346 people to work at
tourism-related businesses. In total, tourism supports 27,241 jobs
which is 15% of employment in Buncombe County.

• Tourism generates $840 million in employee wages.
• Asheville area hotels pay 19% more, on average, than their

counterparts across North Carolina, and hotels employ only
5% of workers making less than $12/hour.

FACING CHALLENGES TOGETHER
The BCTDA is a public authority with a public purpose that
enhances the economic vitality of Buncombe County. Tourism is one
source of growth that places demands on services and infrastructure.
On a peak day in October, an estimated 25,000 overnight tourists
and business travelers visit Buncombe County while 45,000 non-
resident workers commute into the city daily.

The BCTDA has committed to lead a process to collaborate with
municipal and public entities to create a long-term strategy of
investing Tourism Product Development Funds (25% of occupancy
tax revenue) to address community needs within
the legal requirements of the Fund.

| T B C

TOURISM PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT FUND
Through the TPDF grant program, $44 million of occupancy
tax revenue has been awarded to 39 projects — many of them
not possible without it. $22 million has been awarded to City of
Asheville owned projects.

The TPDF has funded several infrastructure projects, including
• $7.1 million for City of Asheville Riverfront Redevelopment
• $6 million to Buncombe County for the Enka Sports Complex
• $2.25 million for Town of Woodfin’s greenway/blueway
• $2.5 million for Pack Square Park
• $5.675 for US Cellular Center

TOURISM BUILDS COMMUNITY

Tourism is essential to Asheville’s economic vitality.

The BCTDA’s investment in tourism promotion
creates a customer base that sustains local

businesses year-round and invests in community
assets enjoyed by residents. Learn more and

provide feedback at
ExploreAshevilleCVB.com

State law says the attorney general can sue to block
transactions in which a nonprofit entity is being sold
to a for-profit company, as is the case in the Mission-
HCA deal.

Nashville-based HCA owns 178 hospitals and 119
surgery centers in the United States and United King-
dom and employs than 240,000 people.

Stein’s office gets up to 60 days to file a lawsuit once
it has gathered all the information it needs to review a
proposed transaction. Stein said Tuesday his depart-
ment is still asking questions and he declined to pre-
dict when that process might end.

The sale agreement lists specific health care ser-
vices HCA would have to continue at Mission Hospital
and CarePartners, its home health and rehabilitative
care arm, for at least 10 years.

The lists for Mission hospitals in Brevard, Franklin,
Highlands, Marion and Spruce Pine are shorter and
services there other than emergency rooms would be
protected for only five years.

Rural hospitals are seeing economic pressures na-
tionwide and several have closed in recent years.

“I want to clarify and strengthen HCA’s commit-
ment in terms of its delivery of medical services and ...
keeping the rural hospitals open,” Stein said.

Is the purchase price fair?

The board of Dogwood Health Trust, a foundation
that will get the proceeds of the sale, would have legal
authority to enforce its terms.

Stein said Tuesday that responsibility should pri-
marily rest with Dogwood but his office should also
have a role in ensuring the agreement is carried out to
the benefit of WNC.

“I think it would be helpful to have some indepen-
dent, knowledgeable third party who plays a role,” he
said.

All but one of Dogwood’s current nine board mem-
bers have served on Mission governing boards. That
has raised concerns among critics that Dogwood
might not stand up to HCA if the company wants to
shut down services or make other changes.

Mission submitted an outside consultant’s report
that appeared to support the proposed $1.5 billion sale
price. Stein said his office has also hired an expert to
consider whether that figure is appropriate.

“The people of Western North Carolina have been
investing in these hospitals for decades and they
should benefit from all the value that has been accrued
over time,” he said. “I want to make sure that the sale
price is full and fair.”

Who distributes the money?

Dogwood proposes to make annual grants that
could total $50 million or more to improve societal

conditions that have an impact on health in the re-
gion. So far, six of Dogwood’s nine board members
live in Buncombe County, which makes up less than
30 percent of the population of the counties Dog-
wood is to serve. One board member is from a minor-
ity community and two are women.

All counties served by Mission should have a say
in Dogwood Health priorities, Stein said.

Stein said he is optimistic he can persuade Mis-
sion and HCA to make changes and that the deal will
thus ultimately go through, but added he “cannot
prejudge the outcome.”

He declined to say whether he expects to give the
deal his approval before the end of the year.

The timing could have financial implications for
local governments. Mission’s assets are generally not
taxed because they are owned by a nonprofit, but as a
for-profit company, HCA will have to pay property
and other taxes.

If the deal happens by the end of the year, that
would bring in millions in additional tax revenue to
local governments in 2019. If not, they might have to
wait until 2020.

Stein said the deal is “truly momentous” and too
important for his office not to look at it carefully. The
review is “an extremely high priority issue for me and
my office,” he said.

The sale is probably the largest sale of a nonprofit
in the state’s history, he said. “It is exceptionally
complicated” and documents involved run into the
thousands of pages.

HCA spokesman Ed Fishbough said company offi-
cials have had “productive discussions with Attorney
General Stein’s office and our conversations are on-
going.”

Rowena Buffett Timms, senior vice president for
government and community relations said Mission
officials “continue to work with the attorney general
to respond to all of his questions and concerns. We
are confident that the purchase price is appropriate,
and we are equally committed to protecting services
and ensuring diversity on the Dogwood Health Trust
board.”

Mission
Continued from Page 1A

Want to comment?
The state Justice Department is still accepting pub-
lic comment on the proposed sale of Mission Health
to HCA Healthcare by telephone at 1-877-5NOSCAM
or through an online form at ncdoj.gov/complaint.

“I want to clarify and strengthen

HCA’s commitment in terms of its

delivery of medical services and ...

keeping the rural hospitals open.” 
Josh Stein
State Attorney General

Asheville gets to celebrate twinkling lights and the
fellowship of all its diverse neighbors for most of De-
cember this year.

That’s because Hannukkah, the Jewish Festival of
Lights, gets an early start this year – Dec. 2. To help
kick off the celebration, the Asheville Jewish Com-
munity Center will host the third annual JCC Hanuk-
kah 8K starting at 9:15 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 9.

The race will begin and end at the JCC, 236 Char-
lotte St. The event is a community-wide celebration
of the Hanukkah, which lasts for eight days.

“We loved the idea of having an 8K in honor of Ha-
nukkah,” said Rochelle Reich, director of Community
Life & Jewish Learning. “It’s a great way to promote
healthy lifestyles and share Jewish culture with the
wider community at the same time.”

The JCC Hanukkah 8K – just shy of 5 miles - is a
chip-timed run and winners in each age group are
awarded prizes for first, second, and third place.
Long-sleeve Hanukkah 8K T-shirts are included with
registration fees, and there will be a variety of after-
race foods including donuts and hot drinks.

In conjunction with the Hanukkah 8K, there will
be a free kids’ race, the “Latke Loop” starting at 8:30
a.m. where kids will be challenged to run eight laps
around the JCC parking lot.

“We have added the Latke Loop to the Hanukkah
8K for a few reasons,” said Kate Brantley, early child-
hood programs director.

“By exercising and eating right, we are reinforcing
the Jewish value of Sh’mirat Ha Guf (taking care of
our bodies). Also, children can gain ‘sponsors’ for
each lap to help raise money for Shalom Children
Center scholarships.

“Finally, we are able to have a family friendly after
party for children and runners to support each other
and the holiday of Hanukkah, a reminder to all of us
about the power of faith, perseverance, and grit.”

At the JCC, the home for Jewish life in Western
North Carolina since 1940, all are welcome to share in
Jewish traditions, values and culture.

The Asheville JCC strengthens Jewish identity,
celebrates Jewish culture and builds community
through a wide variety of programs for people from
all backgrounds, at every stage of life.

Tickets for 8K race for ages 18 and older are $35
online through Dec. 5, $25 for ages younger than 18
and for walkers. The Latke Loop for kids is free.

For more information about the JCC Hanukkah 8K
and to register, visit www.jcc-asheville.org.

Sign up now for
Asheville JCC
Hanukkah 8K
Karen Chávez Asheville Citizen Times
USA TODAY NETWORK


