Hurry In! Good thru August 31!

$10 OFF $50*

Bringing ‘Hunger Games’ Henry
River Mill Village back to life LIVING, 1D

*Valid only at the participating stores listed.
One discount per purchase. Non Sale items Only.
Offer not valid on previous purchases, Optics, DSC
Memberships or Gift Cards. Offer expires 8/31/18.

946 Merrimon Ave., Suite 120 (Fresh Market Center)
10 Crispin Court, Suite D-102 (Publix Center)
AN-CAR0016881-01

SERVING ASHEVILLE SINCE 1870
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PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

FOR-PROFIT MISSION:
“I think the whole society is run so ruthlessly by
corporations ... that it just scares you.”
Dr. David Mouw
Retired physician

EFFICIENT OR RUTHLESS?

Mission’s community work

Quality of care

Dogwood Health Trust

Tax bills

MANNA Food Bank’s Packs for Kids
program providing food for needy
children is one of several charitable
efforts Mission Hospital reported
supporting in 2015. It is unknown how
much of that will continue if it and the
rest of Mission Health are sold to HCA
Healthcare.

“In general, what's in (HCA's) self
interest is ... to provide care that makes
consumers and insurers want to have
their families or their employees
receive care there,” Mission Health
President and CEO Ron Paulus said.
Some question whether Mission’s
quality of care will decline after the
sale.

The foundation that will get proceeds
from the Mission Health sale will have
millions to spend on efforts to improve
health in Western North Carolina. But,
people at a recent forum, like Burnsville
resident Deb d’Aquin, shown above,
voiced concerns that it will be too
closely tied to Mission and not give
community input enough weight.

The property tax HCA would pay on
Mission properties like this medical
office building on Long Shoals Road
would be a windfall for local
governments. But will HCA have to raise
its rates to pay property and corporate
income taxes that Mission doesn’t?

The possibility of
Mission Health
switching to
for-profit worries
community and
professionals
Mark Barrett Asheville Citizen Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

T

ASHEVILLE

he idea that Mission Health might realize economies of scale if sold to industry titan HCA Healthcare makes sense to retired physician Dr. David Mouw. ¶ But Mouw nonetheless worries a transition from Mission’s status as an independent nonprofit to being part of a Fortune 500, for-profit
company could result in too much emphasis on making money and not enough on making people

well. ¶ “I think the whole society is run so ruthlessly by corporations ... that it just scares you,” he said. The

effects of hospitals switching from nonprofit to for-profit in general also worries some academics and people
in the health care industry. ¶ There is no consensus nationally on whether for-profit institutions worsen or
improve care, but it is clear there are downsides when a hospital or health system starts answering to shareholders instead of community members.

See MISSION, Page 6A

Violation notices sent to W. Asheville aid organizations
Alexandria Bordas Asheville Citizen Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

ASHEVILLE – The city of Asheville
has issued violation notices to four West
Asheville businesses and organizations,
saying a needle exchange program
lacked approval and a homeless shelter

had been established in an area not
zoned for one.
The Steady Collective, Firestorm
Cafe, Kairos West and 12 Baskets (Asheville Poverty Initiative) have 30 days to
reach compliance, or face fines that generally amount to $100 a day, city spokeswoman Polly McDaniel said.

The groups held community meetings Thursday and Friday to discuss
concerns with the violation notices and
potential effects on underserved residents.
Will Bryant, assistant for Youth and
Mission at Cathedral of All Souls Episcopal church in Biltmore Village, said he
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Running strong
T H E V O I C E O F T H E M O U N TA I N S

Records show few suicidal crashes
among millions of safe flights. 1B

Thrills. Spills.
And Emergency Care.
Here’s to reliving your youth knowing expert
Emergency Care always has your back.

Bush, Harvick, Truex Jr. combine for 16
wins this year with no signs of slowing. 1C

was shocked to receive a violation notice, which warned Kairos has 30 days to
end services or face daily fines.
Kairos West is a faith-based organization that provides free food, clothing,
toiletries and other services daily also
See NOTICE, Page 9A

Weather

Sunday $2.00

High 83° ❚ Low 64°
Storms. Forecast, 6C

Physician Services NOW PROVIDED BY

Call 855.PRH.LIFE (855.774.5433), or visit PRHer.com to learn more.

