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Chimney Rock reopens

The popular destination was
closed after heavy rains. 3A

Trauma lingers from policy that
separates parents, kids. 1B

RALEIGH – North Carolina General
Assembly Republicans completed the
override Tuesday of Democratic Gov.
Roy Cooper’s veto of their state budget
legislation for the second year in a row.

The House secured the override
with a nearly party-line 73-44 vote af-
ter floor debate. The Senate voted to
override last week, the day after Coop-
er issued his veto. Republican margins
in both chambers are wide enough for
any override if they remain united.
This is the 11th override of Cooper’s 14
vetoes since he took office in early
2017.

The bill, which adjusts the second
year of the two-year budget, largely
takes effect July 1. Cooper complained
the GOP’s $23.9 billion spending plan
didn’t do enough for public education,
teacher pay and the environment. Re-
publicans countered that Cooper
wanted to spend too much – about
$600 million more – in his own pro-
posal.

Cooper’s budget recommendations
also would have blocked rate cuts for
the corporate income tax and the indi-
vidual income tax for the highest wage
earners that Republicans previously
approved and are set to take effect in
January. Cooper said those tax pro-
ceeds would have benefited education,
particularly teacher pay.

NC House
overrides 
veto on
budget bill
Gary D. Robertson 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See BUDGET, Page 5A

NORTH
KOREA
SUMMIT

President Donald
Trump and North
Korean leader
Kim Jong Un
participate in a
signing ceremony
during a meeting
on Sentosa
Island, Tuesday 
in Singapore. The
meeting between
the two leaders 
hearkens back to
an era of high-risk
summits where
the outcome was
not preordained.
Read more of USA
Today’s analysis
on Page 2B. AP

ASHEVILLE – Within hours of former
Buncombe manager Wanda Greene ap-
pearing in court on new federal money
laundering and fraud charges, county
commissioners again will gather pri-
vately to temporarily name an adminis-
trator to lead daily operations.

Greene is scheduled to appear before

a U.S. magistrate judge Wednesday
morning, about a week after a new fed-
eral indictment accused her of using
public money to buy life insurance
policies for herself and other employ-
ees.

She could enter a plea at that time.
Also Wednesday, commissioners will

hold a closed session to discuss person-
nel matters. They’re expected to discuss
the selection of an interim replacement

for Mandy Stone, whose abrupt retire-
ment became public Monday.

Greene is due in court at 9 a.m. Com-
missioners begin their talks at 1:45 p.m.

Stone’s retirement is effective July 1,
but she’ll be using leave time until then.
Chairman Brownie Newman said the in-
terim county manager is expected to
take over duties immediately after being

Commissioners to name
interim Buncombe manager

Former Buncombe County managers
Wanda Greene, left, and Mandy Stone.
COURTESY PHOTOS

Jennifer Bowman
Asheville Citizen Times | USA TODAY NETWORK

See MANAGER, Page 4A

ASHEVILLE – Amid ongoing negoti-
ations that could see Mission Health
acquired by a Tennessee-based for-
profit, CEO Ron Paulus told Buncombe
County elected leaders the proposed
deal ultimately safeguards the future
of health care in the region. 

In a joint meeting Tuesday with
members of the county Board of Com-

missioners and Asheville City Council,
Paulus touted the long-term financial
benefits of a deal with HCA Healthcare
Inc.

He said the deal addresses “a struc-
tural dilemma” facing Mission by link-
ing with a company that has a lower
overall cost structure as well as one that
has seen better margins in treating
Medicare patients. 

Addressing the long-term viability of
Mission’s not-for-profit hospital system

for both patients and staffers, Paulus
sees few better options.

“I can’t imagine any scenario where
everybody in Western North Carolina
(would have) more guarantees than
they have today,” he said. “Having a low-
er cost structure than we have and hav-
ing the largest per-capita foundation in
America side-by-side to fill in gaps or
support, I don’t know if there ever could

Would a for-profit Mission be better for WNC?
Dillon Davis
Asheville Citizen Times | USA TODAY NETWORK

See MISSION, Page 4A
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be a better scenario.”
Mission’s board voted

unanimously earlier this
year to execute a letter of
intent with HCA, a Nash-
ville-based health care
company. HCA operates
178 hospitals and numer-
ous other surgery centers
in the United States and
the United Kingdom, em-
ploying some 249,000
workers. The deal is sub-
ject to the negotiation of a
definitive agreement and
regulatory approval by
North Carolina Attorney
General Josh Stein.

Paulus spent much of
Tuesday’s meeting on the
benefits of the founda-
tion spawned from the
funds of the sale to HCA.

While the exact make-
up of the organization
still is to be determined,
he called it “completely
separate and indepen-
dent” of HCA. Its pro-
posed mission largely in-

volves addressing social
issues — such as opioid
abuse or early childhood
education, for example —
as well as upholding
terms of the purchase
agreement with the
Nashville-based health
care company.

Asheville Mayor Es-
ther Manheimer ques-
tioned Paulus on the
foundation, particularly
as elected leaders have
had little say in crafting
its blueprint, she said.

“We’re feeling a little
bit helpless in the cre-
ation of the endowment
and the governance of the
endowment in terms of
its future service to West-
ern North Carolina and
how it will be shaped,”
Manheimer said.

She asked Paulus how
much opportunity local
leaders would have to
hear about the founda-
tion “before it’s baked.”

“You have heard about
it if you’d paid attention
to the things we’ve said
and done and there will
be more opportunities to

hear about it as the proc-
ess evolves,” he said.
“The answer about what
it’s going to focus on is
pretty clear. It’s going to
focus on social determi-
nants — unless the AG
has some issue with that
and I don’t know why he
would.”

Manheimer was one of
several area leaders in at-
tendance including Vice
Mayor Gwen Wisler,
council members Vijay
Kapoor and Keith Youth
as well as county com-
missioners Brownie New-
man, Ellen Frost and Al
Whitesides, among oth-
ers.

Paulus told city and
county leaders the craft-
ed deal offers protections
to Mission’s programs
and services that it would
not otherwise have, echo-
ing what he told the
Council of Independent
Business Owners last
month.

He said the proposed
sale would require HCA to
maintain existing facili-
ties for at least five years.

Beyond the five-year pe-
riod, HCA would have to
lose money on a service
for at least two years to
change it and also would

be required to put a mon-
ey-losing facility up for
sale. 

If no prospective buy-
ers emerge, it would then

offer the service to a
foundation to be created
from the proceeds of the 

Mission
Continued from Page 1A

Continued on next page

appointed.
In an email sent to

county staff Monday,
commissioners offered
no explanation for
Stone’s retirement. In-
stead, employees were
told about Stone’s retire-
ment date and a planned
closed session to decide
on an interim manager.

“The county commis-
sioners want to express
their appreciation to all of
the hardworking employ-
ees of Buncombe County
for their service to the
community,” the email

said. “The commission-
ers plan to undertake a
full and comprehensive
search process, using in-
put from county employ-
ees and the community,
to hire a new county man-
ager.

“During this time of
transition, the board ap-
preciates your work to as-
sure that the important
initiatives underway con-
tinue and core services
continue to be provided
at the high standard that
county employees con-
sistently achieve.”

The county’s high
turnover rate in key posi-
tions — and their involve-
ment in controversial ex-
penditures by Greene —

may pose a challenge if
appointing an interim
manager from within. As-
sistant County Manager
Jon Creighton retired in
December, while Finance
Director Tim Flora’s res-
ignation takes effect
Friday.

Budget Director Diane
Price remains with the
county, but has been
named a recipient of a
nearly $163,000 retention
incentive, thousands of
dollars in bonuses and
two whole life insurance
policies.

Current Assistant
County Manager Jim Hol-
land, however, has not
been linked to any con-
troversial expenses pre-

sented by federal investi-
gators.

Holland did not attend
the closed session Mon-
day, and instead sat in
commissioner chambers
with Human Resources
Director Lisa Eby. Eby
also has not been tied to
any questionable spend-
ing during Greene’s ten-
ure.

Stone, who made
$220,311 annually as
county manager, could
not be reached this week
by the Citizen Times. The
county has yet to fulfill a
request for a copy of her
employment agreement
and any incentives or ad-
ditional pay she receives
as part of her retirement.

Commissioners have
not explained Stone’s re-
tirement announcement,
and did not offer any con-
gratulatory statements of
her nearly 40-year career
with the county.

But the announce-
ment came days after
county staff released a
press release to certain
news media, claiming
that an unnamed em-
ployee spoke with former
chairman David Gantt
about the life insurance
policies bought during
Greene’s tenure.

Gantt strongly denied
the claim and took issue
with the county’s use of
“anonymous employees.”

As Gantt pointed out,

the county staff’s release
contradicted both com-
missioners and federal
prosecutors, who said
that no one on the board
knew of the existence of
such policies.

Friday, Newman pub-
licly identified the em-
ployee as Stone. She ver-
bally notified him of her
intention to retire that
day, though the an-
nouncement was not
made until Monday.

Stone received a life
insurance policy, though
county officials said last
week that no one knew of
the actual cost nor did
they financially benefit 

Manager
Continued from Page 1A

Continued on next page
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But the governor’s
proposal meant tax in-
creases now and possi-
bly in the near future,
said Rep. Nelson Dollar,
the House’s senior bud-
get-writer. He cited a re-
port from the legisla-
ture’s nonpartisan fis-
cal staff that Cooper’s
proposal would have led
to a $470 million gap
between state govern-
ment revenues and ex-
penditures before draw-
ing up the 2019-20 fiscal
year budget.

The tax cuts remain
in place in the legisla-
tive budget and would
provide average 6.5 per-
cent teacher pay in-
creases, along with sig-
nificant raises on aver-
age for correctional offi-
cers and state troopers.
The minimum pay for
full-time state employ-
ees will now be $31,200
a year – the equivalent
of $15 per hour – and
help thousands of low-
income workers.

The GOP plan, Dollar
said, “is a strong and re-
sponsible budget. There
are no tax increases.
Our economy benefits
from this budget.”

House Democrats re-
peated Cooper’s com-
plaints that lawmakers
could have done more
and it’s the Republican
plan that’s fiscally irre-
sponsible due to multi-
ple years of tax cuts for
corporations. Cooper
wanted to increase pay
raises for teachers by 8
percent on average and
to expand Medicaid to
cover hundreds of thou-
sands of additional resi-
dents, paid for entirely
with non-state dollars.

“This budget was a
missed opportunity, in
my opinion,” said Rep.
James Farmer-Butter-

field, a Wilson County
Democrat. “It would have
saved lives, created jobs
and prevented more rural
hospitals from closing.”

Democrats also blast-
ed Republicans for the
legislative process.
House and Senate Re-
publicans negotiated the
budget privately for sev-
eral weeks before rolling
out the final plan late last
month. There was no av-
enue to offer amend-
ments. The budget con-
tained tens of millions of
dollars to nonprofits, lo-
cal government and
agencies and other enti-
ties, which critics call
pork.

“Legislative leaders
rammed this budget
through with no public
input or the opportunity
for amendment and
North Carolina families
should hold their repre-
sentatives accountable,”
Cooper spokesman Ford
Porter said in a release.

Cooper last week left
no doubt that Democrats
would make budget dif-
ferences a chief issue in
the fall elections. Demo-
crats are trying to end the
veto-proof majorities or
take control of one or
both chambers for the
first time since 2010.

GOP legislators be-
lieve their budgeting will
win the day among vot-
ers, citing the tax breaks,
hundreds of millions of
dollars for government
buildings and schools
construction, along with
money to bring the
state’s rainy-day reserve
above $2 billion.

The final budget bill
also contained economic
incentive changes to ex-
pand tax breaks to lure
companies that create
thousands of jobs in
North Carolina. It could
be attractive to a compa-
ny such as Apple, which
is strongly considering
the state for a new corpo-
rate campus.

Budget
Continued from Page 1A

sale of Mission to HCA, he
said.

While the purchase
price of the foundation
has not been publicly dis-
closed, it is believed it
could generate $50 mil-
lion to $100 million in in-
come based on a 5 percent
return on its assets. That
would put the purchase
price for Mission between
$1 billion and $2 billion.
Paulus said the first round
of grants from the pro-
posed new Mission foun-
dation would not go out
until at least 2020.

Whitesides noted,
however, that a seven-
year protection period “is
not a long time.” He asked
Paulus what happens to
the region’s health care
options if HCA isn’t mak-
ing money here. 

“If HCA can’t make
money here, nobody can,”
Paulus said, adding that if
something bad was going
to happen to HCA after
seven years, “something
bad was going to happen
to us before seven years,
right?”

He added, “We al-
ready closed labor and
delivery at Angel (Med-
ical Center in Franklin)
and I have a whole list of
things I have to change if
we’re going to remain in-
dependent.”

Also as a part of the
deal, Paulus said both
Mission and HCA will
contribute $25 million
apiece to fund a health
care innovation center,
which will operate simi-
lar to a business incuba-
tor. He said the idea will
“build business growth”
by developing entities
that are able to address
health care problems.

The fund will be joint-
ly overseen by Mission
and HCA representa-
tives, separate of the
new Mission founda-
tion. 

“The U.S. health care
system is totally
screwed up and there’s a
lot of problems that
need to be solved,” he
said. “It’s going to take
innovators and entre-
preneurs and govern-
ments and foundations
to all work towards
those efforts.”

Continued from
previous page

from the policies.
Whole life insurance

policies generally offer
fixed premiums, guaran-
teed death benefits and
can build cash value.

Premiums paid for
Stone’s policy totaled
$150,000, according to
the federal indictment.
Her policy had a $617,000
face value.

All employees other
than Michael Greene
have since voluntarily re-
assigned their policies to
the county, officials said.
Wanda Greene is accused
of cashing out her two
policies shortly after re-

tiring last summer.
Wanda and Michael

Greene were charged in
April with fraud and
conspiracy charges.
Wanda Greene addi-
tionally was hit with an
embezzlement charge.

Prosecutors allege
that the two used
$200,000 of county
funds to purchase per-
sonal items, including
retail gift cards and reg-
ular phone bill pay-
ments.

Both have pleaded
not guilty.

The U.S. attorney’s
office on Monday de-
clined to say whether
Stone was under inves-
tigation.

Continued from
previous page


