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Town of Spruce Pine audit ‘positive’
Tax collection, money management
praised by firm representative at meeting
BY CORY SPIERS

its financial statements audit from
Combs, Tennant and Carpenter
Certified Public Accountants and
SPRUCE PINE – The Spruce heard a presentation from the loPine Town Council at its regular cally formed Sustaining Essential
meeting Monday, Nov. 27, received and Rural Community Healthcare,
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machines
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or SEARCH, group.
Jason Carpenter and Doug Tennant presented a short summary
of their audit findings during to
council early in the meeting and
the two said the audit was “overwhelmingly positive.”
Carpenter said one of his bigger
takeaways was how much fund
balance the town has as a result

of years of careful money management.
“Things look well from our
standpoint,” Carpenter said.
“There’s a very healthy fund balance for a town this size.”
Carpenter added the town’s total
tax collection, which grew about
2 percent from the previous audit
See AUDIT on page 3A
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Roberta Diemer, left, of West Asheville, looks at items at with her sister, Karen, Saturday, Dec. 2, at Barking Spider Pottery.
The sisters were in Mitchell County to participate in the Toe River Arts Holiday Studio Tour.

Artists, customers deem Studio Tour successful
BY BRANDON ROBERTS
Mitchell News-Journal

editor@mitchellnews.com

More than 100 artists were represented in 58 studios this past
weekend during the Toe River Arts
Holiday Studio Tour.
Represented mediums included
clay, glass, textiles, metal, wood,
concrete, paper jewelry and more.

Ornament
display offered
The News-Journal
is inviting local
artists to place their
ornaments on our
office Christmas
tree. Call 828-7657169 for details.
Contact us

“I just love this functional art,”
said Roberta Diemer, of West Asheville, who was taking the tour with
her sister, Karen, of Weaverville,
and was perusing items for sale at
Barking Spider Pottery in Penland.
“I look at these pieces of pottery and
wonder if I really need it and then
decide I absolutely do need it and I’ll
find some use for it at some point.”

Robbie Bell, owner of Speckled
Dog Pottery in Bakersville, said he
was pleased with how many people
participated in the holiday tour this
year.
“It’s been great,” he said around
3:30 p.m. Saturday. “We have had
a very steady flow of people in here
and a lot of them I know but a lot
See TOUR on page 4A

Democratic candidates
for Congress attend forum
BY BRANDON ROBERTS
Mitchell News-Journal

editor@mitchellnews.com

BAKERSVILLE – Two
men with the intent to
unseat North Carolina’s
11th District Congressman
spoke at the Nov. 28 meet-

Index

ing of the Mitchell County
Democratic Party.
Hendersonville-based
urologist Dr. Scott Donaldson and Nebo-based businessman Phillip Price are
vying for the Democratic
See FORUM on page 3A
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Mitchell County
resident Bruce
Koran asks candidates Dr. Scott
Donaldson, left,
and Phillip Price,
right, a question
about the Affordable Care Act at a
forum in Bakersville hosted by the
Mitchell County
Democratic Party.
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BAKERSVILLE – Nearly 30 people concerned
about the economic future
of the town of Bakersville
and Mitchell County attended a meeting Thursday, Nov. 30, at Bakersville
Communi“Unless we,
ty Health
as citizens
Center.
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Vaughn Grisham
improve
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residents’
quality of
life.
“Unless we, as citizens
of Mitchell County, take
our responsibilities seriously, there will be a gradual decline in the quality
of life for our people,” said
Vaughn Grisham, a Bakersville resident and the
meeting’s organizer. “I am
concerned not simply with
what happens in Bakersville, but in all of Mitchell
County.”
Another goal of the
meeting was determining
what it will take to create
See MEETING on page 3A
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AUDIT
Continued from page 1A
to more than 93 percent, was also very healthy.
“That speaks to your residents and the people you
have working here,” Carpenter said.
Carpenter said the town’s audit for compliance
with grant spending was also positive.
“This was our first year working with the town,” he
said. “We couldn’t be more pleased. You’ve got great
people working here and we look forward to a long
relationship.”
Tennant congratulated the town for its money
management and said compared to other small

MEETING
Continued from page 1A
the community spirit that
leads to economic development.
Speakers at the event
included economic and
cultural development consultant Becky Anderson;
professor of Appalachian
studies at Appalachian
State University Catherine
Ledford; Mitchell County
Board of Commissioners
Chair Vern Grindstaff;
Bakersville mayor Charles
Vines and News-Journal
editor and publisher Brandon Roberts.
Promoting the landscapes of Bakersville and
Mitchell County is a crucial
aspect, Ledford said.

towns, Spruce Pine is in a good financial position.
“This town has done very well,” he said. “Protect
that fund balance because it can go away fast. Most
towns are lucky to have enough in their balance for
emergencies. It makes a difference and you’re in a
very good situation.”
Risa Larsen and Susan Larson of the SEARCH
group, which aims to raise awareness of the need to
protect health care in rural areas such as Mitchell
County, spoke to the council about their priorities
and plan of action.
SEARCH has a seven-item list of task forces and
descriptions including media and government relations, community outreach and developing alternative systems. The group meets monthly in Mitchell
and Yancey counties.

“People are envious of
our rural setting,” she
said. “They would love to
have what we have in the
Appalachian Mountains
of Western North Carolina. Location is key. Where
Bakersville is located provides everything it needs to
build on.”
Speakers also discussed
the importance of small
businesses and asked the
question: What is the responsibility of local citizens
in moving Bakersville forward?
A discussion took place
about what each person
at the meeting was willing
to invest – time, money or
both – to improve Bakersville and Mitchell County.
Roberts talked about the
role of the News-Journal
when it comes to promoting

FORUM
Continued from page 1A
Primary election this coming May and face
incumbent U.S. Rep. Mark Meadows, R-11,
in the November general election.
A town hall-type forum took place at the
Historic Courthouse in Bakersville where
Price and Donaldson expounded about
their platforms and about hot-button issues such as health care.
“I truly believe health care is a right and
not a privilege,” Price said. “We should
and can provide affordable health care to
every American. There are roughly 44,500
people in the 11th District who get insurance through the Affordable Care Act and

Mitchell County.
“My No. 1 obligation,
above all else, is providing
accurate and fair news the
people of Mitchell County need to know,” he said.
“But that doesn’t mean the
newspaper can’t be a tool
for business owners and
residents to use to not only
promote their businesses
but also promote where we
live.”
Grisham compiled a
pros-and-cons-type list of
people’s ideas about ways
to promote the area and
issues that need to be addressed.
The county’s low crime
rates, Penland School of
Crafts, Mayland Community College and an abundance of outdoor activities
were some of the many positives mentioned.

the program has created lots of jobs. Mark
Meadows is trying to take away people’s
health care and the jobs it provides.”
Donaldson said health care is the reason he gives when people ask him why he
chose to run for Congress.
“If you had to sort out in your head why
one group of people want to deny health
care to another group of people, you’d run
for office, too,” he said. “I don’t need a tax
cut; my kid needs health insurance.”
Price spoke about his interest in renewable energy and his concern about the future of education and Donaldson talked
about being raised a Republican and the
things that aided his change to a Democrat.
The candidates then took questions
from the audience.

CREATIVE CLOVERS
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Combining sports and 4-H was an easy feat for, from left, Jace Blanton,
Emma Cook and Kaj Pittman of the Creative Clovers when they chose
a football or basketball woodburning project to make and enter at the
North Carolina State Fair.

ARREST REPORT
BAKERSVILLE – The following arrests took place between Sunday, Nov.
26, and Sunday, Dec. 3, according to reports on file at the Mitchell County Sheriff’s Office.
MARGARET ANNE QUINN, 33, of
156 Mountain View Road, Spruce Pine,
was arrested by Capt. R.V. Wiseman and
Det. A.D. Beam for possession of methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia.
She is being held in jail on a $12,500 secured bond. She is scheduled to appear
in court Dec. 13.
STEVEN MCGEE, 26, of 78 Boyd
Cemetery Road, Spruce Pine, was arrested Capt. R.V. Wiseman and Det.
A.D. Beam for possession of methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia. He
is being held in jail on a $10,000 secured
bond. He is scheduled to appear in court
Dec. 13.
MARTIN RAY ROBINSON, 26, of
94 Ollis Drive, Marion, was arrested by
Sheriff Donald Street for a felony probation violation and resisting arrest. He is
being held in jail on a $51,000 secured
bond. He is scheduled to appear in court
Dec. 13.
JACKIE HOLTSCLAW, 34, of 1071
Tempie Mountain Road, Spruce Pine,
was arrested by Deputy S.E. Davis for
failing to pay child support. He is being
held in jail on a $1,500 cash bond. He
was scheduled to appear in court Nov.
30.
DAVID CHARLIE LOWERY JR.,
age not given, of 115 Woodbridge St.,
Gastonia, was arrested by Deputy S.E.
Davis for failure to return rental property and a probation violation. He is being
held in jail on a $7,500 secured bond. He
is scheduled to appear in court Dec. 13.
BILLY JOE PHILLIPS, 37, of 3823
Cane Creek Road, Bakersville, was ar-

rested by Deputy S.E. Davis for assault
and battery. He was released on a $1,500
unsecured bond. He is scheduled to appear in court Dec. 13.
JENNY RAY PHILLIPS, 46, of 3823
Cane Creek Road, Bakersville, was arrested by Deputy S.E. Davis for assault
and battery. She was released on a
$1,500 unsecured bond. She is scheduled
to appear in court Dec. 13.
AGUSTIN BALTAZAR BAUTISTA, 31, of 108 Esteto Spring Acres,
Spring Hope, was arrested by Deputy
D.C. LaPlante for failing to appear on
no operator’s license, expired inspection,
fictitious tag and no insurance. He was
released on a $750 secured bond. He is
scheduled to appear in court Dec. 13.
LISA MARIE HONEYCUTT, 47, of
490 Cane River School Road, Burnsville,
was arrested by Capt. R.V. Wiseman for
failing to appear on possession of methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia.
She is being held on an $80,000 secured
bond. She is scheduled to appear in court
Dec. 13.
MANDY LEE CLARK, 40, of 81
Primrose Court, Chuckey, Tennessee,
was arrested by Deputy W.R. Hobson for
simple assault. She was released on a
$500 unsecured bond. She is scheduled
to appear in court Dec. 13.
ALEXIS NICOLE RAY, 17, of 81
Primrose Court, Chuckey, Tennessee,
was arrested by Deputy W.R. Hobson for
simple assault. She was released on a
$500 unsecured bond. She is scheduled
to appear in court Dec. 13.
CITATIONS ISSUED
JARED AUSTIN GREENE, of 9154
Highway 197, Bakersville, was cited by
Deputy J.B. Masters for simple possession of marijuana and drug paraphernalia.

