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Toys for Tots, Shop with a Cop mak e Christmas merrier for many

Nearly 700 
children in 
needy fami-

lies received Christ-
mas presents from 
the Toys for Tots and 
Shop with a Cop pro-
grams. That’s a lot of 
children.

The mission of the 
U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve Toys for Tots 
Program is collecting 
new, unwrapped toys 
and distributing those 
toys as Christmas 
gifts to less fortunate 
children in the com-
munity.

The primary goal 
of Toys for Tots is de-
livering a message of 
hope to less fortunate 
children that will as-

sist them in becoming 
responsible, produc-
tive and patriotic cit-
izens.

Mitchell County 
Toys for Tots Cam-
paign coordinator 
Mark Thomas and a 
group of volunteers 
conduct an array of 
activities throughout 
the year to increase 
interest in Toys for 
Tots and generate t 
donations.

People can contrib-
ute to the local Toys 
for Tots campaign in 
several ways. Y ou can 
donate a toy at one 
of the area toy drop 
locations, host a Toys 
for Tots event at your 
home, office or other 

venue and collect toys 
for Toys for Tots or 
volunteer at the local 
warehouse at the 
Cross Street Com-
merce Center.

Nationally, the 
Marine Toys for Tots 
Program collected 

and distributed 18 
million toys to 7 mil-
lion children this past 
year, allowing them 
to experience the joy 
of Christmas and 
receive a message of 
hope. This community 
action program took 

place in 792 commu-
nities covering all 50 
States.

Shop with a Cop 
provides a day of 
shopping for children 
in need in Mitchell 
County while creating 
a positive relationship 
with law enforcement. 
Statistics show this 
unique December 
shopping experience 
assists children and 
can deter them from 
choosing a life of 
crime or violence. 

The participating 
children are identified 
by schools, churches, 
youth organizations 
and social services 
agencies.

On the day of the 

event, uniformed of-
ficers from various 
local and state offices 
volunteer their time 
to be with the chil-
dren shopping with 
their “Partner for 
the Day.” Each child 
shops for their family 
as well as a child from 
the community.

More than 600 chil-
dren reaped the ben-
efit of Toys for Tots 
this past year and 
nearly 70 from Shop 
with a Cop. Fundrais-
ers for both are un-
derway, and it is up 
to us ensure just as 
many children, if not 
more, have the chance 
for a Merry Christ-
mas this year. 

W hen will it end
Mitchell County 

is not immune 
to national 

trends, no matter how 
much we wish it were. 

For the third time in the 
past month, a Mitchell 
County restaurant has 
announced it is closing. 
Although the more recent 
decision made by the 
owners of The Pizza Shop 
and Dry County Brewing 
Co. in Spruce Pine does 
not seem to stem from 
economic reasons, it is 
happening. The closing of 
Harvest Market in Bak-
ersville also did not seem 
attributed to economic 
reasons. But, in addition 
to Twisted Laurel, they 
are closed nonetheless.

Aside from restaurants, 
there has been a rash of 
other business closings in 
the past 18 months in ad-
dition to the seemingly on-
going downsizing of Blue 
Ridge Regional Hospital.

Empty storefronts and 
buildings challenge econ-
omies in small communi-
ties. 

An article in the Chi-
cago Tribune about Peru, 
Illinois, with a population 
of just more than 10,000, 
reported the town recently 
experienced the closing of 
its JC Penney and Sears 
stores, but the city’s eco-
nomic development direc-
tor has successfully mar-
keted Peru as a “pocket of 
prosperity” and attracted 
retailers leaving or ex-
panding from surrounding 
communities. 

Earlier this year, Peru 
set a record for sales tax 
revenue in a 12-month 
period —  about $ 6 mil-
lion, equating to roughly 
$ 600 million in total retail 

sales, according to the 
article.

Many smaller communi-
ties are turning to urgent 
care centers, residential 
developments or data 
centers to spawn economic 
growth, according to the 
article.

Those kinds of opera-
tions can provide jobs and 
services, and keep empty 
storefronts from turning 
into eyesores. But they’re 
not always the top choice 
for communities looking 
for sales tax revenue, sup-
port for other businesses 
and shopping options.

When a town loses a 
business, residents must 
find another place to pur-
chase those goods. If they 
can’t, they drive elsewhere 
and oftentimes fill their 
gas tank, eat and visit 
other stores, creating a 
trickle-down effect that is 
far reaching.

We can all hope this is 
simply a rough patch and 
not a sign of the future. 
Mitchell County could be 
the “pocket of prosperity” 
for many businesses.

Brandon Roberts is 
editor and publisher 
of the News-Journal. 
He can be reached by 
email at editor@mitch-
ellnews.com, by calling 
828-765-7169 or at the 
News-Journal office 
at 261 Locust St. in 
Spruce Pine. 

Brandon
ROBERTS

Program needs 
people’s support

Dear editor:
It’s that time of the 

year again. Christmas is 
fast approaching and this 
marks the 10th year of our 
Shop with a Cop.

We helped 54 children 
in need in Mitchell County 
this past year and our goal 
this year is 65 children. 
We spent $ 225 on each 
child this past year and 
that is our goal again this 
year. To reach this goal, 
we need your support. 

The smiles on the chil-
dren’s faces says it all and 
this may very well be all 
they receive for Christmas 
this year.

Please mail checks to 
the Mitchell County Sher-
iff’s Office, 63 Crimson 
Laurel Circle, Bakersville, 
NC 28705 with Shop 
with a Cop written on the 
check. Donations may also 
be taken to the sheriff’s 
office.

Merry Christmas and 
may God bless you this 
Christmas season.

Donald Street
Mitchell County Sheriff

New things are 
happening

Dear editor:
In the Christmas sea-

son, people get sentimen-
tal and remember times 
past. They remember 
when Spruce Pine was 
bigger, and Mitchell Coun-
ty had furniture manufac-
turing and clothing plants. 

The schools were bursting 
at the seams, and if you 
wanted to go shopping at 
Belks, you simply drove 
to Lower Street. Grand-
children delighted in the 
trains passing through 
and squealed when the en-
gineers waved at them.  

As we recall these 
times past, let us also 
think about the future, 
for there are new things 
happening. One of these 
is The Appalachian Dance 
Theater. Now, I know you 
are thinking the studio 
has been around for a long 
time, but it is under new 
management. This past 
summer, Sarah Jane and 
Eric Griffin bought the 
studio. They have a won-
derful vision for dance in 
Mitchell County, including 
a fund for scholarships, 
but they need your sup-
port. And it will be easy 
to do.

Y ou are invited to 
attend their debut pro-
duction of “Home for 
Christmas,” a warm and 
beautiful Christmas story 
Sarah Jane wrote.  The 
ballet is set in a small 
town, much like Spruce 
Pine. It encompasses all 
those events we associate 
with the Christmas season 
– parades, grown children 
returning home, baking 
cookies and more impor-
tantly, the Christmas 
Story.  

The ballet will be 
performed at Mountain 
Heritage High School 
Saturday, Dec. 16, and 
Sunday, Dec. 17. There 

will be shows at 10:30 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. Saturday and a 
matiné e at 3 p.m. Sunday. 
After attending this pro-
duction, your heart will be 
ready for Christmas.  

Please, do yourself a 
favor and come see “Home 
for Christmas.”  

Teaky Tollison
Spruce Pine

Options for getting 
health insurance 

Dear editor:
If you need health in-

surance, you can still get 
it through the online mar-
ketplace set up under the 
Affordable Care Act. And 
you can get help to find 
the best policy for you or 
other family members.

All help is free, but the 
deadline is Dec. 15.

To enroll on your own, 
go to HealthCare.gov. 
Help is available by phone 
at 1-800-318-2596.

If you would rather sit 
down with a certified ACA 
Navigator or licensed in-
surance agent, you have 

several options. But be 
aware that many require 
or prefer scheduled ap-
pointments.

NCNavigator: Go to 
NCNavigator.net or call 
1-855-733-3711 to sched-
ule an appointment. The 
Navigator representative 
will find a Navigator 
near you, arrange for an 
appointment and let you 
know what to bring to 
your appointment

Mountain Community 
Health Partnership: Call 
828-688-6621 for appoint-
ments. Help is available at 
the Bakersville clinic from 
8-a.m.-4 p.m. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays. It is available at 
the Celo Health Center 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesdays. 
There will also be walk-in 
clinics, without appoint-
ments, in Bakersville from 
1-3 p.m. Friday, Dec. 8, 
and 1-3 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 6, in Celo.

Council on Aging: A rep-
resentative will be at the 
library in Burnsville on 

The Mitchell News-Journal 
welcomes letters to the editor 
about issues of local importance. 
Deadline to submit a letter for 
publication in the coming week’s 
edition is 5 p.m. Friday. All writ-
ers are expected to abide by the 
following letters policy: 

• Letters must be exclusive to 
the News-Journal;

• Letters must include the 
writer’s full name, street address 
and daytime telephone number 
for verification. The writer’s 
name and city of residence will 
be published – names cannot be 

withheld;
• Letters must be original – no 

photocopies;
• Letters should be 500 words 

or fewer;
• We do not publish poems, 

excerpts from other publications, 
lengthy submissions of scripture 
or letters signed by groups or 
multiple individuals;

• Letters endorsing or crit-
icizing a business will not be 
published;

• We reserve the right to edit 
letters for brevity, style and libel. 
Publication of any letter is at the 
sole discretion of the Mitchell 
News-Journal.

Online
POLL

NEW BUSINESSES
QUESTION: Should there be a concern about 
restaurants and other businesses closing?

A. Yes
B. No

Visit www.mitchellnews.com to vote and our Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/MitchellNewsJour-
nal to tell us why or why not.

LETTERS POLICY

See LETTER on page 8A
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handily beat their ultimate 
goal of 75 donations, which 
meant Peterson would also 
be iced. 

The FBLA students and 
Peterson were showered 
with buckets of ice water as 

the student body watched, 
laughed and took pictures. 

Peterson said the project 
was a learning experience 
for the students – every 
student in FBLA partici-
pated. 

“I felt like it was the 
first time they could take 
ownership of a project,” 
she said. “It was a chance 
for them to learn leader-

ship skills and to bond. I 
couldn’t be more proud of 
them.”

Peterson added the stu-
dents came up with the 
idea and took care of most 
the project themselves, she 
just oversaw it. 

The FBLA travels to a 
conference in Greensboro 
in March, where it will be 
recognized for the project. 

HARRIS
Continued from page 1A

NEWS-JOURNAL PHOTO/CORY SPIERS
Harris FBLA adviser Ella Peterson gets covered with a bucket of ice water by students as Jerika 
Carpenter, Ella Grace Taylor, Reagan Buchanan, Lacy Taylor and others look on and laugh. Pe-
terson was iced in addition to the students because the FBLA collected more than 120 blankets 
and hot chocolate packets, surpassing their goal of 75 donations.

Phillips said the town’s scarecrow con-
test this past month raised about $ 270 
and drew 16 participants. 

Spruce Pine Police Chief Billy Summer-
lin said his officers have been cracking 
down on speeding downtown. 

“We’ve tried to be out in town as much 
as we can,” Summerlin said. “I told the 
boys to slow things down on Oak Avenue. 
A lot of people are happy about it and a lot 
are not, but it is what it is.”

Summerlin is still looking to fill the 
open officer position. He said he is waiting 
on the right candidate. 

“We’ve got some folks coming in,” Sum-
merlin said about the opening. “I don’t 

want to put someone in that’ll only be here 
for a season and leave. I want someone 
that cares about the town as much as we 
do.”

Finance Officer Dave Lindsey thanked 
the council for helping him over the years. 
Lindsey recently announced his resigna-
tion effective next year.  

“I’m glad my career ended up in govern-
ment,” he said. “I’ve enjoyed every min-
ute of it. It’s work, but it’s been fun. It’s a 
great group of people to have worked with 
over the years.”

During Town Manager Richard Ca-
nipe’s report to council, he asked for the 
council’s approval to fund appraisals of 
the Carolina Theatre, Not Bob’s Antiques, 
McCall’s and Wellborn’s buildings in 
downtown. 

The four appraisals will cost about 
$ 9,200, Canipe said .

COUNCIL
Continued from page 1A

teacher at Spruce Pine 
Montessori School and 

Chad has several job pros-
pects, Jennifer said. 

The building is for sale 
with or without the con-
tents. 

“It’s obvious that Spruce 
Pine needs a gathering 

space, so let’s pull together 
our collective vision and see 
it happening again,” Jen-
nifer  said. “In the coming 
weeks, we hope to see you 
for food, drinks, laughs, 
tears and hugs.”

CLOSING
Continued from page 1A

Friday, Dec. 1, Friday, Dec. 8, and Friday, 
Dec. 15. Call 1-855-733-3711 for an ap-
pointment.

Farm Bureau Insurance: Help is avail-
able by appointment. For the Burnsville 
office, 316 E. Main St., call 828-682-
6128; for the Bakersville office, 168 
Highway 226 N., call 828-688-3745; for 
the Spruce Pine office, 157 Skyview Cir-
cle, call 828-765-9678.

Eben Concepts, Spruce Pine: Appoint-
ment preferred; call 1-828-765-3499. Lo-

cated at 138 Highland Ave.
Roberts and Phillips Insurance Agen-

cy: By appointment; call 1-828-682-2191. 
Located at 680

W. US Hwy 19E.
Fortner Insurance Agency, Spruce 

Pine: By appointment; call 828-765-6121. 
Located at 311 Oak Ave.

The information in this article was 
compiled as a public service by Sustain-
ing Essential and Rural Community 
Healthcare, or SEARCH. Visit search-
wnc.org or search SEARCHwnc on Face-
book for more information about this 
local volunteer organization.

Karin Rolett
Burnsville

LETTER
Continued from page 5A

have allowed 20 or more 
points, including their lone 
loss at Mountain Heritage 
in early October when they 
allowed 30. 

Mountaineers head coach 
Travise Pitman said the 
team came out sluggish 
after their second bye week 
of the season. He added a 
strong running game and 
good performance from 
senior quarterback Ben 
Y oung helped the team 
settle in. 

“Our special teams suf-
fered a bit from not playing 
because you need a rhythm 
there,” Pitman said. “I 
thought our backs ran the 
ball well and Ben threw the 
ball well again.”

Mitchell started the scor-

ing just over two minutes 
into the game when junior 
running back Landon Mill-
er capped a six-play scoring 
drive with a 1-yard rushing 
touchdown. After a missed 
extra point, the Mountain-
eers led 6-0. 

Mitchell struck again 
minutes later on a 57-yard 
touchdown connection be-
tween Y oung and senior 
receiver Jesse Pitman. The 
team failed the 2-point con-
version and led 12-0 after 
one quarter. 

Y oung powered his way 
into the end zone for a 
1-yard touchdown early 
in the second quarter and 
found senior running back 
Ben Robinson for a 14-yard 
passing touchdown min-
utes later to put Mitchell 
up 26-0. 

Community School of Da-
vidson broke through with 
a passing touchdown late 

in the second quarter, but 
Mitchell answered with 
three touchdowns of its 
own in the final three min-
utes of the first half – two 
connections between Y oung 
and senior receiver Brody 
Smith and another rushing 
touchdown by Y oung with 
just 20 seconds left in the 
second quarter.

The Mountaineers took a 
commanding 47-7 lead into 
halftime. 

Junior running back 
Jordan Cox scored from 10 
yards out in the third quar-
ter to push Mitchell’s lead 
to 53-7. 

The Spartans added 
their second touchdown 
on a 93-yard kickoff return 
shortly after Cox’s score, 
but Mitchell answered 
again on a 1-yard plunge 
by sophomore Noah Pit-
man. 

The Spartans scored 

their final touchdown on 
a 24-yard pass midway 
through the final quarter 
and Mitchell rounded out 
the scoring on a 75-yard 
rushing touchdown by ju-
nior running back Ethan 
LaPlante that made the 
final score 67-21. 

Robinson, LaPlante and 
Noah Pitman all crossed 
the century mark in rush-
ing and combined for two 
touchdowns. 

Y oung ran eight times 
for 74 yards and a pair of 
touchdowns and completed 
7-of-13 passes for 205 yards 
and four touchdowns com-
pared to one interception. 
He was sacked once. 

Smith led all receivers 
with 105 yards and two 
touchdowns on three re-
ceptions and Jesse Pitman 
chipped in 77 receiving 
yards and a touchdown on 
a pair of catches. 

The Mountaineers out-
gained the Spartans 467-
136.

Miller led the way defen-
sively for the Mountain-
eers, amassing 5.5 tackles, 
including two for a loss. 
Noah Pitman had a pair of 
toe-tapping interceptions 
in the corner of the end 
zone and Smith also had 
an interception he returned 
for 22 yards. 

The Mountaineers now 
turn their attention to Rob-
binsville, who will travel to 
Ledger Friday for a third-
round game. 

No. 5-seeded Robbins-
ville ( 9-4)  opened the play-
offs with a 57-16 home rout 
of Rossman and followed 
with a 46-34 road win this 
past Friday over No. 4-seed 
Mountain Island Charter 
in the second round. 

The Black Knights have 
won 11 state titles since 

1973 – the most in the 
state during that span – 
and have finished above 
.500 in six of head coach 
Dee Walsh’s eight seasons 
with the team. 

Walsh led the team to a 
16-0 finish and a state title 
in 2014 and a 12-3 cam-
paign the season after. 

The Black Knights closed 
the regular season with 
two losses in their final 
three games, but have been 
on three-game winning 
streaks twice this season. 

Travise Pitman said Rob-
binsville serves a model for 
what he hopes to build.

“They have a rich tradi-
tion,” he said. “They want 
the same thing we want. 
It’ll be a good test for us. 
They’ve been very success-
ful and they’ve been here 
before.” 

Kickoff is 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day in Ledger.

FOOTBALL
Continued from page 6A

HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR

NEWS-JOURNAL PHOTO/CORY SPIERS
JoAnn Garland sits next to her display of ceramics at the holiday craft fair at the Mitchell Senior 
Center this past Saturday.

NEWS-JOURNAL PHOTO/CORY SPIERS
 Vendors and shoppers packed the Mitchell Senior Center for the holiday craft fair this past 
Saturday. Vendors sold paintings, ceramics, snacks and more.
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