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Vigil takes place for closing of labor & delivery
SPRUCE PINE – The
Labor and Delivery department at Blue Ridge Regional Hospital officially closed
Sept. 30.
Despite concern expressed by residents about
the increased risk in childbirth that would result
from pregnant mothers
having to travel much further to Marion or Asheville
while in labor, Mission
Health refused to reconsider the decision. Consequently, more than 100
people gathered Saturday,
Sept. 30 for a candlelight
vigil for healthcare in
Yancey and Mitchell counties.
Burnsville First Baptist
Church pastor Tommy
James began the service by
praying. “We gather here
at this place and at this
time to grieve together as
a community,” he said. “We
grieve because of the injustices of corrupt systems
that place profit above people. We gather to grieve because of even greater hardships that will be placed on
poor families who are already struggling. We pray
for little babies and mothers who lives might be in
danger. We pray for health
care workers who will lose
their jobs and whose families have been disrupted
by the closing of labor and
deliver at Blue Ridge Regional Hospital. We turn
to you because so many
politicians don’t care – we
turn to you because of the
pain inflected by corrupt
systems that exploit the
vulnerable among us.”
Vian’s Valley Presbyterian Church pastor Bill Whiteside gave a reading from
Psalm 38, including, “My
back is filled with searing
pain; there is no health in
my body. I am feeble and
utterly crushed; I groan in
anguish of heart. O LORD,
do not forsake me; be not
far from me, O my God.
Come quickly to help me,
O Lord my Savior.”
Spruce Pine Methodist Church pastor Jeremy
Troxler recalled the story
of children being brought

to Jesus (Matthew 19:1315; Mark 10:13-16; Luke
18:15-17).
“We stand here tonight
keeping vigil to mark the
end of labor and delivery
services at Blue Ridge Regional Hospital,” he said.
“As a Christian pastor, I
am here because I take
Jesus at his word: that the
degree to which a person
or a community is willing
to welcome children is the
degree to which it is willing
to welcome God. I am here
because of my concern that
the closing of local labor
and delivery hurts the
well-being of vulnerable
children in our community:
and because I want to be
part of a community that
does everything it can to
provide blessing and healing for every child born into
this world.”
Whiteside read about
Jesus healing a leper (Mark
1:40-44), a woman who had
been unable to straighten
her back for eighteen years
(Luke 13:10-13) and Jesus
healing crowds of sick people (Matthew 9:35-36).
Retired Presbyterian minister Mike Lamm
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People gathered at Riverside Park in Spruce Pine Saturday, Sept. 30, for a candlelight “Vigil for Healthcare.”

spoke about the miracles of
Jesus, noting three-fourths
of the individual miracles
cured illness or disability.
In addition, there are 16
passages that tell of crowds
of people coming to Jesus to
be healed.
“When those are taken
into account, we realize
that all but a tiny fraction
of the miracles of Jesus
were healthcare mira-

cles,” he said. “None of his
miracles were enormous
spectacular events like
the nation-wide plagues
that Moses delivered to
Egypt. In fact, we are told
of times when Jesus purposely healed in private
and when he told those he
cured to not tell anybody.
We only know of two times
that Jesus knew the person
he healed and there are

many times when there
is no mention that anyone had faith. Jesus was
indiscriminate in who he
healed: young and old, rich
and poor, male and female,
Israelite and foreigner.
People weren’t required to
prove that they were worthy.”
As everyone’s candles
were being lit, Griffith
Chapel pastor Travis Wyn-

koop read the words to the
song, “Light One Candle”
followed by Galatians 5:14;
Matthew 25:34-40; James
2:15-17 and Matthew 7:12.
He then spoke eloquently
about having been born
at the hospital in Spruce
Pine and closed the service
with a powerful prayer.
The crowd sat in candlelit
prayerful silence for several minutes.

